Utility of narrow band imaging for identification of the orifice of the bile duct during ERCP.
Exact identification of the orifice of the bile duct in the major duodenal papilla is required for selective cannulation during endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP). However, there are some cases in which the orifice is unclear. The narrow band imaging (NBI) system is an endoscopic imaging technique based on modification of spectral features that enhances visualization of the vascular network. On NBI, bile appears as a bright red fluid, and it is enhanced in the digestive tract. We report two cases in which the NBI was useful for identification of the orifice of the bile duct during ERCP. We recommend the NBI technique before cannulation in cases where the orifice is unclear on the standard image.